
SUNSHINE COAST ECO NEWS        1

By Amy Coleman and staff writers

The Beattie Government’s surprise
decision to proceed with a billion
dollar plus Mary River mega dam of

660,000 mega litres, has cut an
enviro-political swathe through the
Sunshine Coast region and beyond.

And as the Queensland Government
initiates a fast tracked and belated
on-ground assessment of its do-ability, the
economic, environmental and social
viability of the project is now being
spotlighted.

At ground zero, and as the drilling rigs
move in, a devastated community of 872
Traveston landowners and more than 2000
family members are girding their consid-
erable muscle for a long drawn-out fight.

At local government levels initial
murmurs of support are turning to voluble
and combined mutterings of opposition
and concern.
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This is an ugly
decision, but a
necessary decision

- Peter Beattie.”
“ Mary 

River
Madness

Premier Peter Beattie and Water Minister Henry Palaszczuk at a Mary River dam press
conference ... “It will happen there unless there is something that comes up that we don’t
know about.”



Environmental organizations, including the
Sunshine Coast Environmental Council, have
unilaterally condemned the proposal.

Federally, the relevance of scientific and
legislative compliance is now being
considered.

And internationally, comprehensive studies
prove beyond doubt that dams the size
envisaged by the Premier and his bureaucratic
dam builders are devastatingly costly
under-performers and failures.

Premier Peter Beattie’s stark 27 April
announcement recognised local opposition,
but failed to accommodate its intensity or the
wider ramifications.

The Premier claims the “liquid gold” is
needed for southeast Queensland’s
burgeoning population and growth rate.

“It’s for the greater good,” the Premier said.
“Not building the dam is not an option.
People can’t drink thin air.”

“This is an ugly decision, but a necessary
decision,” Mr Beattie declared.

“Ugly is right … ugly in the lack of
consultation, ugly in the lack of preparation
and assessment and ugly in execution.”

So says SCEC General Manager Ian
Christesen. And he’s not the only one to have
condemned the decision in the past few
weeks.

Initially, Cooloola Mayor Councillor Mick
Vernardos “welcomed” the Beattie plan,
reread the waters, then publicly expressed his
opposition. You’ll find all the comments of
all the Mayors Along the Mary inside this
publication.

The respected International Rivers
Network (IRN) reports “dams have failed to
live up to expectations and have devastated
communities and ecosystems”.

In a paper ‘Dammed Rivers, Dammed Lies’
published in 2003 the widely perceived notion
of being in the midst of a “world water crisis”
is addressed:

“This crisis is commonly believed to be one
of scarcity - that the world is running out of
water. But in fact, the “crisis” is mainly one
of mismanagement, not absolute scarcity.
Freshwater ecosystems worldwide have been
dammed, drained and pumped dry to supply
inefficient and inequitable irrigation schemes,
leaky water mains and wasteful over
consumption.”

“The best flexible, cost-effective,
no-regrets adaptation measure is to lower
demand for water by reducing waste and
improving the efficiency of its use,” the IRN
reports.

On announcement day, the Queensland
Premier assured those listening that his
Natural Resources and Water Minister Henry
Palaszczuk had all the answers on all of the
alternatives.

Maybe the Premier and the Minister were
not aware of the World Commission on
Dams (WCD), which also found major
problems with water supply and irrigation
dams.

The WCD’s collated evidence to illustrate
the negative impacts of large dams has been
far greater than ever imagined and they have
failed to provide projected benefits. Their
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MARY RIVER DAM

”“

From page 1

The water ‘crisis’
is mainly one of
mismanagement

findings: “…70% of dams built for water
supply did not reach their target.” The report
concludes:

Not only do they exhibit poor financial cost
recovery and economic performance, the
WCD finds the average cost overrun of dams
is 56 percent.

Extrapolated, a dam such as the proposed
Mary River development predicted to cost $1
billion ends up costing $1.56 billion.

As other states enter the 21st century aware
that dams are old and expensive technology
causing irreversible damage to river systems,
Queensland seems to be the only state
building new dams for urban developments.

WWF Freshwater Policy Manager, Averil
Bones, said: “The suggestion that new dams
and refurbished weirs have the potential to
improve Queensland’s water security is not
well-founded.

“A number of eastern Australia’s most
reliable dams remain at historically low levels.
South East Queensland already has 19 large

dams - they have done little to avert the
region’s water crisis.

“Damming our remaining free flowing
rivers should not be undertaken lightly. Dams
are hugely expensive, environmentally
damaging, and - with climate change looming
- they rely on uncertain rainfall and run-off to
underpin their effectiveness.”

Ms Bones suggests the billion dollars would
be better invested in water recycling, water
collection and saving, and water efficient
technologies.

Water Policy Officer for the Queensland
Conservation Council Henry Boer says the
government is still ‘stuck in the dark ages’
when it comes to managing water resources.

Boer urges the government to “adopt an
integrative approach, reducing excessive
water use and providing subsidies for people
to use water efficient appliances and rain
water tanks.”

While most Sunshine Coasters have known
of government plans to assess water storage

improvements in the Mary River basin,
Traveston was never on the radar.

The government has even avowed in its
own published material that ‘before any
fieldwork is commenced, affected
landowners will be contacted and given
information about the work to be carried out
and its possible impact on them”.

After the announcement, Henry
Palaszczuk’s spokesperson said the
government was drafting a letter to send out
to affected landowners and a facts sheet was
being formulated.

The spokesperson says the government
had selected this site as a possible site for the
S E QLD government water strategy. This
doesn’t mean we are committed to the site.”

Tell that to the Premier. He’s quite
adamant: “We’ve already made the decision.

“It will happen there unless there is
something that comes up that we don’t know
about.”

Now there’s an out!.

It’s for the greater good.
Not building the dam is not
an option. People can’t
drink thin air.  

- Peter Beattie
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Why Recycle? 
Recycling does the following:
1. conserves natural resources;
2. creates new jobs;
3. reduces greenhouse gas emissions 

and saves energy; and  
4. saves landfill.
Follow these three golden rules:

1. Have separate bins for waste and
recyclables in the kitchen - it makes it so
easy

2. Do not forget to recycle paper from other
rooms in your house. Try a separate bin in
the bathroom, laundry or office.

3. Place ALL paper and containers in your
yellow-lid bin (make sure you do not
include plastic or garbage bags) and place
the bin on the kerbside on your
fortnightly day of collection.

Paper Facts
• Paper can be recycled three times before it

needs new fibres added
• For every tonne of waste paper that gets

recycled, 13 trees are saved
• One job is created for every

500 tonnes of paper
collected for
recycling

• A single one-litre
milk carton can be
turned into five
sheets of high
quality office
paper.

Glass facts
• Most glass manufactured in Australia

contains some recycled glass
• There’s no limit to the number of times

glass can be recycled. Recycled glass can

be made in almost any size, shape or
colour.

• Manufacturing using recycled glass halves
its greenhouse effect

• Glass recycling reduces mining impacts -
that means fewer quarries and mines

Plastic Facts
• Most soft drink bottles are already 25%

recycled into fleecy jackets or carpet
• Manufacturing plastics from recycled

materials uses 30% of the energy required
to make new plastic products from fossil
fuels

• Recycling one tonne of plastics saves
enough energy to run your refrigerator for
a month.

Can Facts
• Recycling one aluminium can saves

enough energy to run a television for three
hours

• It takes 600 years for an aluminium can,
and 200 to 500 years for a steel can, to
break down in a landfill

• Making new steel from recycled cans uses
75% less energy than
making steel from new
materials - cutting
down greenhouse
emissions and reducing
the impacts of mining

Green Waste Facts
Green waste, which

accounts for one-third of the
waste going to landfill, is another area where
you can make a difference. You can put a
worm farm, compost bin or heap in the
backyard to turn green waste such as garden
clippings and vegetable scraps, into valuable
plant food.

Mary River truths hard to find 

Recycling is worth the effort! 

MARY RIVER DAM

The Beattie Government is believed
to have been told that because of
population growth southeast

Queensland will run out of water as early
as June 2008.

They’ve also been told current plans to
build new weirs, heighten dam walls, install
water tanks and recycled water schemes will
not be enough to meet the expected daily
demand of more than 600 mega litres of
water per day.

The government’s been told it will be
about 180 mega litres per day short and is
also believed to be planning a large water
desalination plant, as well as the 660,000
MgL Mary River Dam, to meet demand.

At the hastily convened media launch at
Gympie Airport on Thursday 27 April the
Premier fudged a crucial question about
examining alternatives to dams such as
water recycling and demand reduction.

In short Mr. Beattie told SCEC
Campaigner Scott Alderson: “We have
examined all options and we still need a
dam.”

Next question: “Obviously a cost benefit
analysis and rationale has been completed
which examines alternative supply options
prior to making the decision in relation to
this dam. Is this to be made available to the
public and media?”

Premier’s answer: “Henry (Palaszczuk,
Minister for Natural Resources and Water)
has all those details and will be able to
provide them.”

As he boarded the plane for Brisbane,
Minister Palaszczuk agreed to provide the
analysis of the alternative water supply
options.

Next day (Friday28 April) SCEC General
Manager Ian Christesen rang the Minister’s
Brisbane office requesting a copy of the
options information.

Answer: “We’ll make appropriate
enquiries in the department and get it to
you.”

Nothing eventuated.
The following week, now May 2006,

SCEC campaigner Scott Alderson follows
up.

A Ministerial office person states: “The
Minister is putting together a briefing for us
to deal with the need (for the dam) based on
rainfall data and population projections.
There is no cost benefit analylsis.”

Despite repeated calls by Alderson no
information was forthcoming.

Eco reporter Amy Coleman phones
Minister’s Media Advisor, Kirby Anderson
on Wednesday 3 May requesting a copy of
the Environmental Impact Study (EIS) and
alternative supply options.

Anderson’s answer: “What the
government has done has made a decision
and selected this site as a possible site for
the S E QLD government water strategy.”

“The government made a decision last
week to further investigate this site

And at time of publication there was no
information about the future demand
and supply scenarios the government is
using to prop up the Mary River Dam
decision. 

(Traveston Crossing). This doesn’t mean we
are committed to the site.”

The ministerial spin-doctor also tells Amy
that the department is putting together a
facts sheet, drafting a letter for all affected
(presumably the landholders) and a phone
information service is being set up.

Kirby Anderson also says: “The
Amamoor site has long been considered as
a potential site for a dam on the Mary River
and is still being considered as an option.”

He stresses the government is not
committed to the site.

Apart from an initial Ministerial Media
Release from the Premier, the only posting
on the DNRM website refers to land
acquisition processes.

And at time of publication there was no
information about the future demand and
supply scenarios the government is using to
prop up the Mary River Dam decision.

It makes you wonder what else is being
kept from the public.

“My horses can’t waterski. No dam”, says this sign on the way to the Traveston site.



Queensland’s annual total numbers of
domestic and international tourists who
contribute about $500 million to the
regional economy.”

The Minister for Environment, Local
Government, Planning and Women, Desley
Boyle has added her two cents worth.

In a 2004 statement entitled  ‘Protecting
water quality in the Mary River Basin and
Great Sandy region’ Minister Boyle
describes the regions as “priceless water
environments.”

The Minister said: “Letting these waters
continue to deteriorate would have major
economic and social implications for the
region’s economy”.

The Minister’s words are prophetic, and
endorsed by the Independent Trawler
Association (ITA), which expects the down
stream effects to be catastrophic.

ITA deputy President Joe McLeod says:
“The true downstream impacts of any

new dam in the Mary River Catchment will

be spread right throughout the Mary River
flood plains then on to the Hervey Bay,
Great Sandy Straits, Fraser Island and the
ocean ecosystems continuing into the
Eastern Australian current.

“You could say an Ecological castration
of a process that has evolved over millions
of years and sustains biological diversity in
the newly declared Great Sandy Marine
Park,” McLeod said.

The newly formed Save The Mary River
Coordinating Group provides a quick list
of both positive and negative impacts of
the proposed dam on the
www.travestonswamp.info website.

Industry concerns that the Queensland
Government has not fully thought through

the immediate and downstream
ramifications of the dam have been
heightened by other failures.

There is no doubt they have sacrificed
the hollow concept of community
consultation…no consultation has
occurred.

There is no doubt they have sacrificed
any semblance of scientific assessment of
the immediate and regional impacts.

There is no doubt, they have ignored
their own modeling, which shows dramatic
impacts on water flows.

There is no doubt they have sacrificed
the “smart” approach to water supply and
taken the dumbest and most damaging
option.
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The Beattie Government’s own
modeling of the Mary River shows
dramatic water flow reductions below

the dam site, reductions which will have
massive impacts downstream.

The unpublicised modelling illustrates an
overall reduction in the mean annual flow
(MAF) of the Mary River to less than 85
per cent - a figure which is defined as
“major environmental impact”.

The modelling of the flows varies from
between 20 per cent and 79 per cent of
MAF from the dam wall to where the Mary
meets Munna Creek, then still only 79 to
84 per cent of MAF from that point to the
mouth of the river below Maryborough.

While a panicked Beattie Government
has made it clear that two thousand or
more residents at Traveston have to be the
sacrificed for the ‘greater good’ it seems
they’re also prepared to devastate a much
wider area.

Chair of the Mary River Catchments
Committee Henry Jamieson said: “There
will be terrific ramifications for the whole
of The Great Sandy Strait … fish stocks in
the world heritage area would be depleted
and tourism will suffer.”

SCEC Campaigner Scott Alderson said:
“The dam will undermine the basis of the
economy and threaten the future of the
region”.

“Fraser Island and the Great Sandy
World Heritage Area are recognized as a

premier southeast Queensland tourist
destinations and one of the best
recreational fishing destinations on the
Australian east coast.”

The Government agrees.
In a document promoting the Great

Sandy Marine Park Deputy Premier Anna
Bligh reiterates the importance of tourism
in the Great Sandy Region.

“The tourism industry in the area employs
about 15 000 Queenslanders and more than a
million people from around the world are
attracted to the region every year.

“That accounts for about 10 percent of

Impacts: A Damning Indictment Of Dam Decision

Letting these waters
continue to deteriorate
would have major economic
and social implications for
the region’s economy”

“

MARY RIVER DAM

What is the Sunshine Coast Environment Council?
For more than 25 years, the Sunshine Coast Environment Council,
commonly called SCEC, has educated, engaged and advocated for
the protection of our unique Sunshine Coast environment and lifestyle.
SCEC was formed in 1980 by the amalgamation of 15 community
groups and today still takes its role as a regional environment body very
seriously. 
SCEC is actively working with the five local councils within the region; Caboolture,
Caloundra, Maroochy, Noosa and Cooloola, as well as state and federal government
departments, industry stakeholders, educational institutions such as the University of the
Sunshine Coast, other community groups and the general public. 
Learn more about SCEC and its activities, and how you can get involved by visiting the
website www.scec.org.au 

How to become a member of SCEC
By becoming a member of SCEC you will be taking a positive step in protecting our
natural assets on the Sunshine Coast and be helping SCEC financially. As a member you
will have the opportunity to meet with like-minded people and become an active
participant in your community. Other benefits include: newsletters, Eco Echo magazine,
invitations to community events, outings, Green Dinners and film nights, SCEC sticker to
display proudly, and access to the SCEC library.

To become a member you can either contact SCEC through the website
www.scec.org.au, or by phone (07) 5441 5747, or email info@scec.org.au 

The Tranquil Mary River – Is this Our Franklin? Daming it has been described as “an
Ecological castration of a process that has evolved over millions of years and sustains
biological diversity in the newly declared Great Sandy Marine Park”.
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By Amy Coleman and a staff writer

When you actually meet a
community in shock, devastated
by an incomprehensible

decision that spells death to the collective
aspirations and dreams, how can you, in a
few words, reflect the essence of their
thoughts, their despair and their anger?

There they were, all 2000 or more of
them, pursuing their predetermined rural
regimens, addressing their individual needs,
contributing in their own way to
community driven enterprises, unsus-
pecting that the proverbial sword of
Damocles was about to cleave them
asunder.

How can you, in a few words, provide the
context of their immediate past lives
compared with their immediate and long
term futures?

Words cannot adequately describe both
the successful and the unsuccessful idyll of
rural Traveston and the participants in it.

And as you overlook the bucolic
Traveston landscape, so picturesquely
framed by intense dreams and intense
labour, how do you truly represent the
words that now spill from those who paint
the current picture?

And when the tears of the heart and the
soul of these people shyly and apologeti-
cally flow, how do you comprehend the full
impact of the “greater good” of some
distant leader’s misapplied ambitions.

The eyes of Carol Elliot scan the home
she planned to live in with husband, friend
and partner, Rick, for the rest of their lives.
She can see it gone, inundated by the mega
wetness of political folly and hypocritical
cant.

Carol’s distress is palpable, exacerbated by
the cruelty of not being warned, the shock
of being an incidental and expendable
statistic to unsustainable expediency and
political ruthlessness.

Her thoughts echo loudly throughout the
region, the victims of something far worse
than a Cyclone Larry - “…at least those
brave people knew it was coming.

“This is it.” Carol Elliot exclaims. “We
can’t replace this, no farmer can.”

Her thoughts are perhaps those of the
drowning child, if one could ever know of
such things. If what we know is correct, the
struggle for survival must be
overwhelmingly frantic as the weight of
water consumes the last breath of life.

At Traveston, the cyclonic waters will
never recede; the flood, if it ever happens in
our climatically changed world, will not
return the lost assets and aspirations.

Even now, a few weeks after the Gympie
announcement, none of the Traveston
community actually knows what their
immediate fate will be. None know for
certain how the D9 of public process will
bulldoze them into devastating submission.

Surprisingly, Carol’s husband has
inadvertently found himself a much in
demand community spokesperson, thrust
into a role he never envisioned or coveted.

“We had no idea,” says Rick. “The first we
heard of the dam was Beattie standing in
front of a map showing the water line
flooding our property.”

Rick Elliot’s reaction was immediate, just
like his neighbours and friends.

“It’s been shocking the way people have
been treated…it’s one of the cruellest
processes I’ve ever seen.”

The nonplussed and immediate anger
caused the Elliots to lead the media charge
and to establish a fighting front, the ‘Save

The Mary River Action Group’. Within
hours there were meetings, within days a
new website to keep everyone informed.

Equally important, they buttressed
themselves against the shock, initiating a
counselling and support service for those in
the shattered community who needed

advice and succour above all else.
“Ever since the announcement our

friends, even people we didn’t know well,
have been flooding through our front door.
They come in crying, they come in angry.
They don’t know what to do and are
looking for answers.

“One of the things that we’re very
worried about is the emotional state of our
people. The social impact is huge,” Rick
says, “and none of that was considered in
the inexplicable rush to publicly announce
this dam.

“The government’s doing nothing, so we
the community have to take it on ourselves,
to look after ourselves,” says Rick.

It could be claimed that these Traveston

stock are oversensitive to the perfidy of
political spin.

Take their reaction to Natural Resources
and Water Minister Henry Palasczcuk when
he talked on radio about the 872
landholders - just 872 landholders facing
the golden handshake of government
recompense and largesse.

“We are not just landholders.” says Carol.
“We are more than 2000 families who are
traumatised by a callous indifference to our
daily lives and our future.”

And Minister, maybe it is worth your
while contemplating the words of a near
neighbour as you prepare to spend the $50
million buying up the properties from
families who cannot stand the animated
suspension of their lives, and cave-in early.

Steve and Helene Burgess are mixed
vegetable growers at Dagun.

Unlike their near neighbours their plot
will not go under the waters of the mega
dam.

But Steve has already put thoughtful pen
to electronic paper to describe the future
benefit to southeast Queensland. Here is
part of what he wrote to the hastily and
expertly devised www.travestonswamp.info
website:

“The Mary River floodplain is very wide
and very flat.

“A simple analysis suggests that, if
constructed, this dam will replace 7600
hectares of prime irrigated farmland and
the community it supports with a tepid
shallow swamp prone to algal blooms
(making the water unusable), weed infes-
tation and the health risks of mosquito-
born disease (Ross River and Dengue
Fever). Surface evaporation alone would
result in the annual loss of a volume of
water from the Mary River basin equivalent
to approximately half the capacity of
Borumba Dam. Although the dam would
hold approximately 660 billion litres when
full (more than 14 Borumbas), it would
require the extreme flood events for which
the Mary is famous to fill it, which would
occur only a few times in each human
generation. The rest of the time it will be
a vast plain of continuously receding
shallow mudflats, not the sparkling clean
water-sports paradise that some might
imagine.

“It would be good if there was some firm
science and hydrological modelling to
counteract this claim, after all it is just the
result of simple calculations, observation of
the terrain and looking at a contour map.
(Do it yourself) We pay our government to
conduct this sort of study properly, and
they owe us the respect of showing us the
evidence to the contrary before risking
inflicting such a scenario on the people and
environment of South East Queensland.”
- This page is the personal opinion of S. Burgess,
Dagun.

So, if you happen to visit the Traveston
area in the next few months, to the tune of
the drilling rigs sampling the subterranean
rock forms, think about the families who’ve
chosen to live and prosper on the
productive loams above.

Then think about what you’ve seen, and
heard and just now read.

Think about the life-changing announce-
ments, and the gobbledygook that will
follow, affronting the families of Traveston.

And then, if you will, think about the
travesty of Traveston.

By Aboriginal Historian Beverly Hand, pictured

All along the Mary River there are places
of natural, spiritual, and historical
significance not only for Indigenous

people but also non-indigenous people.
When Andrew Petrie travelled along the Mary
River he came across an escaped convict who
had been living with the Indigenous people of
the region. His name was James Davis, also
known as Duramboi by his Indigenous
family. James Davis returned to Brisbane with
Andrew Petrie where he became a blacksmith
and philanthropist. He was responsible for
the construction of the Brisbane hospital.
When Stephen Simpson the Crown Lands
Commissioner was camped where the Obi
Obi Creek meets the Mary River, he encoun-
tered a Djala warrior by the name of Ubi Ubi,
hence the name of the creek. Talking of
names of places there are many towns along
the Mary River that are derived from an
Indigenous word. For example Gympie,
Kandanga, Dagun, Duwirri, Coonoongibber,
and more. The Mary River was rich in natural
resources as well as providing a natural trade
route. Fish and turtles, ducks and geese,
fruits and vegetables, water and sunshine,
making for a happy and healthy homeland.
You see, for many Indigenous people making
a healthy homeland means making a healthy
people.
When I first heard of the proposed dam in
the Mary Valley, I was astounded. This is my
country that my ancestors travelled and
managed its biota for many thousands of
years. Now the natural resource managers of
todays’ government have decided to build a
dam on the Mary River. In 1988 Baroon
Pocket Dam was completed and today the
Maroochy and Caloundra Shires benefit.
However, this dam was built over an area
where there was a bora ground, a place where
many separate Indigenous states and nations
would gather together to conduct judicial,
environmental, social, and economical
activities. Today this event has become
known as a “Bunya Festival”. This is now, as
author Stephen Jones describes it “A
Submerged History”.
There has been such a massive assault on my
country lately. Development on the Sunshine
Coast has consumed much of my traditional
homelands. Places of natural, spiritual and
historical value have been replaced by golf
courses, such as Pelican Waters, supermarkets
(Maleny Woolworth’s), residential subdivi-
sions Weyba Creek, and the destruction of a
major gathering place at Baroon Pocket by
building a dam for the Maroochy and
Caloundra shire councils coastal regions.
Now a major assault is being planned for the
Mary River. As a Native Title Claimant who
has Cultural Heritage interests in the region, I
am only one Indigenous person who feels so
strongly for my country that I need to express
my views. Is history going to repeat itself
with a larger number of human and animal
homes becoming a “Submerged History?”

Carol and Rick Elliot - Traveston landholders. Inset: Site of the dam wall.

Although the dam would hold
approximately 660 billion litres
when full (more than 14
Borumbas), it would require the
extreme flood events for which
the Mary is famous to fill it,
which would occur only a few
times in each human generation.

Our submerging
culture & history

Travesty at Traveston

”
“We had no idea. The first we

heard of the dam was Beattie
standing in front of a map
showing the water line
flooding our property

- Rick Elliot



Opinion: Not in favour.
Cr Barbara J. Hovard – Mayor Maryborough Shire Council
The Mary River has been the major contributor to the economic development of

Maryborough, the Wide Bay and beyond since the very beginnings of white
settlement. It is not an overstatement to call it the ‘lifeblood’ of the region.
Maintaining the health of the river along its entire length is absolutely critical.

I would ask where are the studies that show the impact of the dam?  It is an
absolute scandal that meddling with such a vital resource on this massive scale is
occurring without  the slightest knowledge of the ultimate consequences to the
river and the communities most affected ie those in the Wide Bay.

Opinion: Position not clear.
Cr Betty Johnson – Mayor Biggenden Shire Council

“I don’t have any opposition to dams provided they’re done after proper 
consultation and with environmental consideration.”

Opinion: Not in favour.
Cr K.H. Mahoney – Mayor Woocoo Shire Council 
“I’m extremely concerned because we rely on the flow of the Mary River and a

dam set to hold 666 000 mega litres will substantially reduce that flow. I believe the
lower reaches of the Mary River will become a dead river. We do have a salinity
problem here and it will allow the salt to increase further up the river.

The other thing I am very very angry about is the way the Premier has made the
announcement. There’s been no consultation with anyone in the lower reaches at
all. We were all so shocked down here

I’m also worried the lack of water could affect our sugar industry.”

Opinion: Not in favour.
Cr Linda Harris – Mayor Tiaro Shire Council
Tiaro Shire Council is alarmed with the speed which the State Government is

progressing this Dam on the Mary River at Traveston Crossing. Sufficient
investigations into the many affects to the river and all its users, including
environmental requirements appear to be being rushed through. Full Water
Management Plans should also be completed and considered for the needs of the
rest of the Mary River, and not just the needs of the South East Corner.

Opinion: Not in favour.
Cr Bob Abbot- Mayor Noosa Shire Council
Noosa Shire Council has made a clear and concise statement regarding it’s

opposition to the current Mary River Dam proposal at Traveston and we have
written to the Premier clearly outlining our position.

Noosa Council has seen no evidence of an appropriate process regarding the dam
proposal either in the assessment of the technical data or consultation processes.

Opinion: Position not clear.
Cr Ted Sorensen – Mayor Hervey Bay Shire Council
“There are concerns about the allocation for the people downstream as well as

the allocation for Hervey Bay and Maryborough.”

Opinion: Not in favour.
Cr Ron Dyne – Mayor Kilkivan Shire Council
“…I did not support the development of a mega dam on the Mary River. Having

been involved in the work on the Mary River Water Resources Plan I believe that
the figures from that study indicated that there is not sufficient water for current
needs/environmental flow…”

Opinion: Not in favour.
Cr Mick Venardos - Mayor Cooloola Shire Council
“The Cooloola council is putting together a submission to the government

detailing why the dam should not proceed. … There are also tremendous
environmental issues concerned with a dam on the Mary but I’m just talking about
the affect to economy and people’s lives.”

Opinion: Position not clear.
Cr Don Aldous – Mayor Caloundra City Council
"They have made their decision. Now it's up to them to follow due process with

regard to implementing that decision and consulting with the communities in that area.”
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MARY RIVER DAM

Mayors Along the Mary. This is where our council leaders stand.

Cr Betty Johnson,
Mayor Biggenden

Shire Council

Cr Linda Harris,
Mayor Tiaro Shire
Council

Cr Barbara J.
Hovard, Mayor
Maryborough Shire
Council

Cr Bob Abbot,
Mayor Noosa Shire
Council

Cr Ron Dyne,
Mayor Kilkivan
Shire Council

Cr Mick Venardos,
Mayor Cooloola
Shire Council

Cr Ted Sorensen,
Mayor Hervey Bay
Shire Council

Cr K.H. Mahoney,
Mayor Woocoo
Shire Council

Cr Don Aldous,
Mayor Caloundra
City Council
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USING RESOURCES WISELY

It might be hard to believe, but West
Burleigh Master Plumber Kevin Venville
has been installing grey and black water

treatment and re-use systems throughout
Australia for more than 20 years.

In Victoria, more than 80 homes and a
public toilet block in one small town have
them, and they’re working as well now as
when they were installed.

The water quality from both the grey and
black (toilet) water is of a “potable”
standard, exceeding the quality you’d get
out of a mains connected tap.

The installations prove beyond doubt,
the economic and environmental feasibility
of decentralised water supply systems and
the stupidity of barriers to their use
throughout Australia.

Venville has installed more than 200 of
his natural water treatment and re-use
systems, the latest in suburban Brisbane,
and a rural hotel in the Gold Coast
hinterland, which now has aqua clear creek
water for its customers, instead of the
tannin stained fluid of before.

All of Venville’s systems enable the reuse
of 100 per cent of the water used, whether
it is for the garden or inside the house.

Sick of being ignored by governments,
and their health, environment and water
officials, Venville decided to properly
commercialise his water re-use invention.
He’s not only succeeded in getting an inter-
national patent, but along the way he’s
developed a wide-range of domestic and
commercial water treatment and re-use
products that achieve extraordinary results.

On the home front H20 Pure Plus?
systems and products enable every resident
- single housing lot or high-density unit

dweller - to non-chemically treat and
recycle all their black and grey water. The
“whole of house” system can be even
installed under the driveway if space is a
problem.

The system can be easily expanded for
new urban developments wishing to install
community based water recycling, or retro-
fitted into existing suburban areas.

Venville says: “Domestic and urban water
systems no longer need to rely on the
expensive and massive civil infrastructure
of huge dams, leaky pipes and polluting
sewerage systems.”

The H20 Pure Plus? product is a sealed
anaerobic filter, the core of which
incorporates a variety of specially selected
sands and gravels. It’s been good enough to
patent internationally and all water quality
testing, carried out at official government
laboratories, confirms the purity of the
treated water.

Eat your heart out Mayor Di Thorley,
who’s spending millions attempting to
water proof Toowoomba!

Venville has now modularised the
technology, allowing easy installation in
almost any location. Apart from the “whole
of house” unit, he’s developed “Rain
Fresh” to extract pollutants from rain water
tanks, “Rain Saver” - a side-of-house unit
that captures and treats water from the
downpipe and eliminates first flush
mechanisms, and a laundry “Homesaver”
unit for clean water to the garden.

Perhaps more significant are the
industrial and commercial applications.
Venville has installed one system at the
Churchill Abattoir at Ipswich, which not
only cleans all the wastewater to a potable

standard, but allows the re-use of 500,000
litres of water per day.

Venville says: “The industrial treatment
system can be used in any industry sector -
be it in food processing, manufacturing,
hazardous industry or agriculture.”

Of more interest to the commercial
building and maintenance industry is the
H20 Pure Plus? Health system. This
recently developed unit has the potential to
eliminate harmful bacteria - especially

Legionella - from air conditioning cooling
towers.

In what could be a world first, the Health
unit - a prototype tested in Melbourne has
shown extraordinary results - not only
eliminates bacteria, it could spell the end of
the need for chemical treatment of cooling
towers.

And in a positive double whammy for
commercial building developers and
operators, the non-chemically treated water
can be recirculated through the air condi-
tioning units - giving up to a 70% water
saving (30% evaporation).

The environmental benefits are poten-
tially enormous as well, with many cooling
towers having to dump hundreds of
thousands of litres of chemically contami-
nated and bacteria laden water into the
sewerage or stormwater system each week.

Kevin Venville says: “We’re planning to
install a demonstration unit in a Brisbane
shopping centre in the next few months.

“The Health unit will be also coupled to
our grey water treatment system - taking
water from bathroom sinks and basins in
the centre, naturally treat, and then return
to the cooling towers, to be treated again
after recirculation.

“And 24 hours a day seven days a week,
the water quality is monitored in real time,
giving an on-demand water quality reading
to building managers and health
authorities.

“The water savings at the shopping
centre will be very significant. Imagine
what it will be like when every commercial
building in Australia can save almost all the
water they use, for quality re-use,” says
Venville.

Now that’ll be a plus!
Visit the Website:

www.h2opureplus.com

One of the most obvious, practical,
and environmentally sustainable
solutions to our water problem is

water tanks.
In Queensland almost one in five

households have a rainwater tank with 2.2
million Australians relying on rainwater as a
primary drinking source. (ABS 2002
Environmental Issues)

The installation of water tanks in every
possible private dwelling and business
premise in urban south east Queensland,
with the back up of existing dams of
Wivenhoe, Somerset and the overflowing
dams of the Sunshine Coast and Gold
Coast interlinked, would immediately stop
the need for further dams.

The installation of rainwater tanks to
supply toilets, laundries and gardens would
immediately save domestic householders
50% or more of their current water usage
from dams. This would not only save
residents a substantial amount of money on
their water bills, but would also help them
to be aware of the necessity for responsible
use of this precious resource.

The location of Brisbane and the coastal

towns north and south makes this the best
rain catchment area in south east
Queensland, so surely it makes sense to
harvest rain water in these areas as opposed
to building dams in the dry low rain fall
areas on the other side of the ranges.

Only 14% of rainfall yield ends up in
Somerset or Wivenhoe Dams while over
80% of rainfall on a roof can be captured.

Rainwater tanks come in a wide range of
shapes, sizes and materials and can be fitted
underground, above ground, on stands and
even as interlocking fences or dividing
walls.

It would be cheaper for the government
to give each household in the urban area a
rebate on the supply and fitting of a
rainwater tank than building a dam, which
may never supply adequate water to the city.
People would have access virtually straight
away after the first rainfall to free water

H20 Pure Plus? Right as Rain

Free water from the sky. Is it just too obvious?

New Health unit for Legionella treatment.

Kevin Venville

FOLEY’S TANKS

Connection Rd Nambour

Telephone:

5442 1409
Fax 5442 1409

Aqua PlateR Rainwater Tanks
Colour and Galvanised Finishes

Aquaplate is a registered trademark of
Bluescope Steel manufacturers of Roofing

Material and Mini Rib. Completely Polylined.
All sizes to 27,277 Litres (6,000 gallons).

POLYTANKS AVAILABLE.
Pressure Pumps, Pipes & Fittings,
Sheet Metal Cutting & Folding.

20 Years Warranty.
Over 60 years experience servicing the

Sunshine Coast & Hinterland.

from the sky as opposed to waiting for the
dam to fill.

There would be no ongoing costs as

opposed to dam maintenance costs.
Brisbane City Council has spent almost

$5million of ratepayers money on subsidies
for rainwater tanks with over 8000 being
installed. The State Government should be
financially supporting Councils to
encourage more tanks. Caloundra and
Noosa Councils require all new dwellings to
have a minimum size tank connected to
laundry, toilet and gardens.

The technology, resources and obviously
the finances are there for the installation of
rainwater tanks. It is the quickest and most
environmentally sustainable option open to
us all that will truly make us the smart state.

Already 33 per cent of South Australians
are on water tanks .Why can’t we?

The installation of rainwater
tanks to supply toilets, laundries
and gardens would immediately
save domestic householders
50% or more of their current
water usage from dams.

A typical domestic Rain Water Tank.

The diagram, above, shows how a rain water tank operates.



technologies, yet we have billions
of years of solar, and hundreds
of thousands of years of
geothermal capability.”

Not surprisingly, while Ian
Lowe has spent the last few
decades imploring decision
makers to take notice of the
natural world and our impact on
it – especially the recognition of
the impacts of climate change, he
has in fact moved on from that
debate

While he continues to shake his
head in disbelief at governments
who give tax cuts but can’t find
the money to give every
Australian child an education,
dental care and clean energy,
behind the scenes he is moving
the “planet survival” goal posts.

He’s involved with a small
group of Future Makers - leaders
drawn from science, from the
indigenous community, from
business and the broader
community itself - intent on
barging through the meaningless
platitudes of government
indecision.

The Future Makers are starting
to develop a comprehensive
Sustainability Charter for

Australia leading to a Sustainability Summit.
“This is beyond the Climate Change

debate. This is about the type of future the
community wants for Australia,” Ian Lowe
says.

and some are even buttering us up for
nuclear power generation in Australia.

“The Premier and the Prime Minister talk
about having to protect the commercial
value of 300 years supply of coal through
massive investment in so-called clean coal
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By Andrew Carroll

For the last four years Ian Lowe has
been the star attraction at the Great
Green Debate at the Woodford Folk

Festival.
This year he brought down the house for

a gathered ‘round 2000 people by singin’,
unaccompanied and word perfect, all five
long verses of Bob Dylan’s immortal 1964
classic, ‘The Times They Are A Changin’.

Ian Lowe’s voice and pitch have been in
tune and growin’ stronger as each year
passes and as the changes become more
noticeable and threatenin’.

But one has to ask the corny Dylan
question: “Is Professor Ian Lowe just
Lowin’ In The Wind?”

Now livin’ on the Sunshine Coast, and a
weekly regular to the summit of Mt.
Coolum, Ian Lowe’s facin’ the winds of
change have become more and more
prescient.

Its not that he has changed his environ-
mental messaging over the years - he was
way ahead of most of us - it’s the fact that
what he’s been talking about for so long is
now so blooming obvious and real.

During the foretelling droughts, when
governments and industry wouldn’t heed
the prophecies, they comforted their
collective consciences with accolades and
awards. He was yet another scientist
academic who could almost be “recognised”
away…an AO here, a Centenary Medal
there, a Eureka Prize, a Premier’s Award for
Excellence in Science and Australian
Humanist of the Year, just to name a few.

Then he was just a science professor at
Griffith Uni. Now he’s emeritus professor
there, as well as an adjunct professor at both
the Sunshine Coast University and QUT,
and honorary research fellow at the
University of Adelaide.

There’s a whole lot more titles and roles
and commitments, and he’s used his
Presidency of the Australian Conservation
Foundation (ACF) - replacing the song lines
of Peter Garrett just a year and a half ago -
to up the ante on his global climate change
advocacy.

The presidential Professor of the Future
has a frenetic global speaking schedule …
his knowledge, his wit and his dialogues are
brilliant, remorseless and hugely popular.
The big end of town is beginning to listen
and to act. The community has been hearing
him loud and clear for years.

But Australian governments, and the
special interests they think they represent,
are slow at listenin’ and even slower at actin’.
To them his sustainability exhortations are
little more than just a ‘lowin’ in the wind.

It’s a position they will have to change
sooner rather than later.

As for the good professor, does he think
he’s just lowin’ in the wind?  His answer is
not direct.

“Twenty years ago,” Ian Lowe says: “I was
banging my head against the brick wall, and
over time some of the bricks started falling
out.

“More and more are falling
out now.

“Take the recent Australian
Business Roundtable on
Climate Change convened by
the ACF. The CEO’s from six
of our top companies -
including Wespac, Origin
Energy, Visy and BP Australia -
stated loud and clear that
climate change is serious and is
causing significant damage.

“And a message the
Australian Government needs
to hear loud and clear is that the
longer we wait the more
expensive it’ll be for business
and the wider Australian
economy to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.”

On the local home front Ian
Lowe was part of the ground-
breaking Maroochy 2025
process where the community
became involved in blueprinting
the future and their desired
place in it.

“Urban villages linked by
nature corridors and efficient
public urban transportation
were part of the thoughtful
community vision.

“Unfortunately the white
shoe brigaders still have the numbers and
Maroochy Shire continues to approve
non-sustainable urban developments that
potentially destroy the future environment
the community aspires to.”

On the state home front Ian Lowe’s
involved in more boards, working groups
and task forces than you can poke a
proverbial at. Want the list?  Chair of the
Science Education Virtual Working Group
on Sustainable Education, the Queensland
Sustainable Energy Innovation Fund
(QSEIF), the Major Brisbane Festivals - The
Brisbane Festival and Riverfest - the
Brisbane Ideas Festival and the Queensland
Academy of Art’s and Sciences.

Ian Lowe says: “Take Sustainability
Education. Expect a very significant sustain-
ability announcement very soon that will
impact every student, every parent and every
school in Queensland.”

While that sounds positive, Ian Lowe is
scathing about the missed opportunities at
the State level - especially with public
transport.

“It is extraordinary that there is no direct
rail link to the Sunshine Coast, for instance,
and then spur lines throughout the coastal
region to enable residents to move around
without the use of cars.

“Building it now is crucial. We cannot wait
until 2025.

“The West Australian government has
recognised the imperatives of peak oil and
climate change - virtually reversing the ratio
of road spending to public transport,
slashing the money spent on roads, and
building rail lines north and south of Perth.”

With his inexorable knowledge, wit and
wisdom Ian Lowe still targets the action, or
lack of it, of Federal Ministers and their
economic rationalist underlings.

“There is no doubt Australia has to sign
Kyoto. Australia can no longer afford to be
held to ransom by the limited economic
thinking that drives government inaction on
the most pressing issues of our history.

“Interesting isn’t it, that renewables now
supply more of the world’s energy than
nuclear. Yet here we are entrenching fossil
fuel use, preparing to dig up more uranium,

AA NNEWW SSLAANNT ONN OURR FFUTTUURREE

“The significant problems we face cannot be
solved at the same level of thinking we were at
when we created them.” Albert Einstein

Home PPower SSpecialists
5476 66873 0408 8879 9914

Lowin’ In The Wind? Or is the message finally gettin’ through

The Future Maker on a windy Mt Coolum ... intent on barging
through the meaningless platitudes of government indecision.

“... the longer we wait 
the more expensive it’ll 
be for business and the
wider Australian economy 
to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions ”

To Page 11
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Astrong voice is developing in the
Sunshine Coast sustainable
business community. The

Sustainable Business Alliance is a group
of select business people who have a
commitment to sustainable best practice
and diversifying the coast’s economic
base. The group met for the second time
at Sajen Legal’s offices on 16 May, where
attendees signed off on a charter,

detailing the Seven Principles of
Sustainable Business.

While being a core group of currently 15
people, it is the intention that membership to
join the Alliance will be available to
sustainable businesses based in South East
Queensland. This membership will provide
the base from which to support and promote
businesses as well as offer practical services
and information-sharing.

The group is a joint initiative of the

Sunshine Coast Environment Council and
Sajen Legal. “We have many successful clients
who practice sustainable business and we
recognised the strength, knowledge and
influence that a collective like this would
have”, said Senior Partner of Sajen Legal
Tony Sowden.

The date for the next meeting has not yet
been set but if you are interested in the
Sustainable Business Alliance you can enquire
through helen.perry@sajenlegal.com.au or

New alliance to provide a voice for Coast sustainable businesses

We appreciate the uniqueness of
the Sunshine Coast environment.
We recognise the importance to

our regional economy of healthy
waterways including our beaches/ocean,
natural bushland and open spaces which
support the rich biodiversity of the
region.

We are committed to minimising our
impact on the environment. We demon-
strate this through the choices we make,
actions we take and the respect we show
others. Our resource use is monitored,
with the goal of minimising energy, waste
and water use. We make decisions recog-
nising the long term consequences of our
actions.

We optimise a ‘whole systems’ approach
which invests in both natural and social
capital. We encourage others to contribute
to developing the diversification of the

Sunshine Coast economic base.
The seven principles of sustainable

business:
1. Reduce the material intensity of

goods and services (make more stuff
with fewer inputs);

2. Reduce the energy intensity of goods
and services (make more stuff with
less energy);

3. Reduce the dispersion of any toxic
substances (make more stuff with
less poisonous waste);

4. Enhance the recyclability of
materials (make the stuff recyclable);

5. Maximise sustainable use of
renewable resources (make stuff out
of stuff that won’t run out);

6. Extend the durability of products
(make stuff that lasts); and

7. Increase the service intensity of
goods and services (meet demand
with a service and not with stuff).

What does the Sunshine Coast Sustainable
Business Alliance stand for? Read the Charter:

Left:  Ian Christesen of the Sunshine Coast
Environment Council makes a point.

At the second meeting of the SBA at Sajen Legal are, from left, Helen Perry (Sajen Legal),
Ralph Bailey and Amy Smedley from Guymer Bailey Architects, Louise Formosa (Sajen
Legal), John Simpson (Australian Biodiesel), Greg Downes (Greg Downes Surveyors) and
Justin Holbrook.
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3 bedrooms, large living area, 2 decks.
See our website for

Display Home Pictures
Available now for removal from Forest Glen

www.ecohousing.com
Phone 07 5456 2111 • 0418 712 978

2/15 Page Street, Kunda Park

DISPLAY HOME
FOR SALE

P.O.A.

“So we’re starting a
conversation with the
community, opening a
dialogue with everybody
about the costs and benefits
of a truly sustainable society.

“In a civilised society
government would lead this
dialogue - Sweden has
already done it and rejected
ongoing dependence on
fossil fuels and nuclear
power.

“There is no sign govern-
ments in Australia are
willing to start this conver-
sation.

“So a group of us are
starting on the provisional
plans so the community can
engage in the crucial
decisions about their
future.”

Lowin’ In The Wind?

1. Recycling water is a widespread
practice - because “we all live downstream”.
Recycling takes place along all the world’s
major river systems. There are many
examples in USA, South Africa and
Europe. It is estimated that only 5% of
Europeans have access to water that hasn’t
been recycled.

2. Little of the existing recycling is
“best practice” but it doesn’t cause health
problems. Modern technologies (such as
membranes and advanced oxidation) now
exist to ensure that recycled water is as pure
as it is possible to make it.

3. Recycled water is a secure supply -
little affected by climate change. Water
restrictions do not affect the amount of
water available for recycling because water
restrictions mainly impact on the amount of
water that is used outside the house, and it
is the water that is used inside the house
that is used for recycling.4The amount of
water available for recycling is considerable.
It is approximately half of all the water we
use. For example, in SEQ the current
consumption is 480,000 megalitres/year.
Therefore 240,000 megalitres/year is
available for recycling and this amount
would supply 40-50% of SEQ’s total water
supply needs.

5. The amount of water available for
recycling increases with population so that,
in 2026, 300,000 megalitres/year will be
available. This is about 80% of the
predicted annual yield of Wivenhoe and
Somerset Dams.

6. Only 6% of water used is presently
recycled and most of this recycled water is
used for purposes that do not supplement
the existing water supply. The technology
exists to reliably and safely restore used
water to drinking quality, so there is great

potential to increase the amount of water
that is recycled.

7. Modern technology also enables us
to detect increasingly small amounts of
pollutants in water – nanogram quantities.
After reclamation using reverse osmosis
membranes and advanced oxidation,
pollutants are undetectable, that is, they are
less that 1 nanogram. This is less than one
part per trillion 1:1,000,000,000,000.
(Equivalent to one minute in 2 million
years.) On average, we drink 2 litres of
water daily so a person drinking only
six-star water would need 138,000 years to
consume the equivalent of one 100 mg
tablet of a pharmaceutical product.

8. The risk of catching a virus from
recycled water is less than being struck by
lightening or the chance of winning
Division One of the Lottery.

9. In order to take advantage of
recycled water’s potential to solve the water
supply problem, we need to use it to
supplement or replace existing potable
supplies. The only way to take full
advantage of it is to return it to the supply
source.

10. Why don’t we recycle it? There is a
profound lack of knowledge in the
community, at all levels, about what we put
into water, how we take it out again, and
how we can be sure that it has been taken
out. It has been shown that, with even very
little explanation, a person’s acceptance of
recycling water for drinking rises from
about 20% to over 70%.

11. Governments have taken no
action to spread information about recycled
water. Our elected representatives suffer
from the same lack of information as we
do, and are therefore reluctant to demon-
strate leadership and advocate recycling.

Professor Ian Lowe sings Bob Dylan to help the environment.

Come gather 'round people
Wherever you roam
And admit that the waters
Around you have grown
And accept it that soon
You'll be drenched to the
bone.
If your time to you
Is worth savin'
Then you better start
swimmin'
Or you'll sink like a stone
For the times they are a-
changin'.
Come writers and critics
Who prophesize with your
pen
And keep your eyes wide
The chance won't come
again
And don't speak too soon
For the wheel's still in spin
And there's no tellin' who

That it's namin'.
For the loser now
Will be later to win
For the times they are a-
changin'.
Come senators,
congressmen
Please heed the call
Don't stand in the doorway
Don't block up the hall
For he that gets hurt
Will be he who has stalled
There's a battle outside
And it is ragin'.
It'll soon shake your
windows
And rattle your walls
For the times they are a-
changin'.

Come mothers and fathers
Throughout the land
And don't criticize
What you can't under-

stand
Your sons and your
daughters
Are beyond your command
Your old road is
Rapidly agin'.
Please get out of the new
one
If you can't lend your hand
For the times they are a-
changin'.

The line it is drawn
The curse it is cast
The slow one now
Will later be fast
As the present now
Will later be past
The order is
Rapidly fadin'.
And the first one now
Will later be last
For the times they are a-
changin'.

Y
ou can take action to prevent
your mobile phone (if it is stolen)
being used to rack up the dollars.

Your mobile phone has a unique
IMEI (International Mobile
Equipment Identity) number.

To check what yours is, key in the
following on your phone: STAR -
HASH - ZERO - SIX - HASH (ie

*#06#).
A 15-digit code will appear on the

screen. This number is unique to
your handset. Write it down and
keep it somewhere safe. Should your
phone get stolen, you can phone
your service provider and give them
this code.

They will then be able to block

your handset so even if the thief
changes the SIM card your phone
will be totally useless.

You probably won't get your phone
back, but at least you know that
whoever stole it can't use it or sell it.

If everybody did this, there would
be no point in stealing mobile
phones.

Mobile phone tip

Eleven reasons to recycle our water

from page 9 ‘The Times They Are A Changin’        Bob Dylan, 1964 
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ECO-TAINMENT

By Allison Balas

‘Green Power, Environmentalists
who have changed the face of
Australia’, by Christine Williams

When you are involved in forging a
particular path ahead, it is inter-
esting to look to the past, both to

see how far you’ve come and to remember
you are not alone. Green Power, by
Christine Williams, does exactly that, taking
a proud look at ordinary Australians
involved in promoting a true Australian
way of life. This appropriately green-
coloured book examines the lives of 20

A u s t r a l i a n s ,
indigenous and
white, female and
male, who have
contributed in
significant ways to
the protection of
Australia’s native
beauty.

Among the 20 are
wor ld - renowned
author Judith

Wright, who campaigned effectively to
preserve Queensland’s Fraser Island from
sand-mining and helped establish Cooloola
National Park, and bush-walker Dorothy
‘Dot’ Butler, pioneer of bare-foot
bushwalking in the ‘30’s and a famous
mountaineer who also raised four children.
Also included are phenomenally successful
painter Albert Namatjira, whose desert
paintings brought pride and recognition to
the Australian landscape, and Green’s
senator Bob Brown, a shy man who turned
from a life as a quiet medical practitioner to
that of a controversial political figure
almost against his will.
All of these local heroes are extraordinary

and captivating, and Christine Williams
enlivens their tales with interviews,
anecdotes, vigorous research and a natural
writing style. One of my favourite figures
in this compendium is Kathleen Lehany,
member of ‘The Battlers’, 13 local ladies
who banded together in the early 70’s to
save Sydney’s Kelly’s Bush from devel-
opment. It was not until 1983 that ‘The
Battlers’ were victorious and the Kelly
Bush Parkland is now part of the Great
North Walk enjoyed by locals and visitors.
Green Power’s inclusion of a wide variety

of individuals with differing personalities,
conservation issues, and settings is
especially fascinating. The underlying
thread, though, is that they are all ‘ordinary’
citizens who have followed their passion: a
true and undeniable love for the land of
Australia and its future. These stories from
the past and present inspire future leaders
and activists among us: as Kakadu
protector Bill Neidjie said, “The story and
land go together.”

Green Power, published by Lothian
Books, runs 215 pages and is available at
ABC bookshops.

The Dreaming is a three day and
four night festival of performing
arts venues, bars, Ceremony
grounds, galleries, rituals,
campfire story circles and a
mass of stalls, workshop,
avenue and food outlets.

Hearts and spirits will soar as some of
Australia’s most talented singers, songwriters
and storytellers create their own Dreaming
magic.

The program is diverse and features several
icons of Australia’s indigenous community
and music industry. Australia’s golden girl
Cathy Freeman will be there to talk at a
breakfast show about her life, while country
singer John Williamson will have two gigs
sharing the stage with Warren H Williams on
their Mates on the Road tour. As a duo they
found mutual fame with the haunting song
‘Raining on the Rock’.

And…… 
Yothu Yindi, will be there too. Yothu

Yindi has long been recognised as one of

Australia’s groundbreaking bands.
Combining the sounds and instrumentation
of western rock ‘n’ roll with songs and
performances that date back tens of
thousands of years, they create an exciting
and inspiring musical meeting of two diverse
cultures.

The Dreaming is a vibrant, exciting and
valuable destination where local, national and
international audiences enjoy their annual
ceremony time along with the most
comprehensive showcase of Indigenous arts
from across the country and around the
world.

The festival is presented by the QFF, under
the artistic direction of Rhoda Roberts.

Held on Dungidau Country,
Woodford on June 9th, 10th, 11th

& 12th 2006 (Queens Birthday
long weekend).

‘From the Spiritual to the
Spectacular’

For details go to 
www.woodfordfolkfestival.com 

or phone QFF 5496 1066.
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